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2013-2014 ATLANTA AGO OFFICERS BALLOT 

 
At-large members of the chapter Executive Committee, class of 2016. 
Members please select two from the following slate: 
 
Å Elizabeth Chenault 

 
Å Charles Higgs 

 
Å Brad Hughley 
 
Å Alice Griffin Walker 

 
 
 

2013-2014 SLATE OF OFFICER CANDIDATES 
(CLASS OF 2016) 

 
 

Elizabeth Chenault, a native of Virginia, completed her music 
degree at Virginia Commonwealth University. Since 1975, Beth 
and her husband Ray have been Organists and Choirmasters 
of All Saintsô Episcopal Church in Atlanta. After 31 years they 
retired in 2007 from the Lovett School, where they taught cho-
ral music. The duoôs recitals have been featured on public ra-
dioôs ñPipedreamsò and ñPerformance Today.ò 

They record for Gothic Records, have been named ñOrganists of the Yearò by Sa-
cred Music USA, and their commissioned works have been published by Warner 
Brothers/Belwin Mills as The Chenault Organ Duet Library. They have been featured 
artists at conferences and conventions of the American Guild of Organists, the Ameri-
can Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies, the Association of Anglican Musicians, 
and in Charleston during the Spoleto Festival. Recitals at such locations as the Crystal 
Cathedral, Washington National Cathedral, St. Paulôs Cathedral in London, York Min-
ster and the Birmingham Town Hall in England have highlighted their schedule. 

 
Charles Higgs, a native of Clarksville, MD, is currently serving 
as Music Associate at St. Lukeôs Episcopal Church in Atlanta. 
He received his undergraduate degree from Westminster Choir 
College in Princeton, NJ, where he studied organ with Ken 
Cowan and Diane Meredith Belcher. Mr. Higgs then received 
his Masterôs degree from Mercer University in Macon, GA, 
where he studied organ with Dr. Robert Parris and sacred mu-
sic with Dr. John Simons. Charles particularly enjoys music 
from the Renaissance, French Classical, and Baroque periods. 

 

(Slate of officers continued on page 5) 
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The Atlanta Chapter RCYO Competition was held on Saturday, March 
2, at Grace United Methodist Church. The first place winner was 
Thomas Williford, a member of our chapter, and a junior at Mercer 
University, studying with Jack Mitchner. The second place winner was 
Yinying Luo, a junior at Agnes Scott College, studying with Cal John-
son. The judges for the competition were Sarah Hawbecker, Nicole 
Marane and Tim Wissler. 

A special thanks to Sue Goddard and Andy Singletary for all their 
help at Grace throughout the week and on the day of the competition 
and to Jonathan DeLoach, who was the page turner for the competi-
tors. Thomas will represent Atlanta in the Region IV RCYO Competi-
tion this summer in Columbia, SC. 
 
Sarah Martin, Competition Coordinator 

#ÈÁÐÔÅÒ 
3ÃÈÏÌÁÒÓÈÉÐ !ÕÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ 

Our annual Scholarship Auditions will be held on Friday, April 26, at 
Decatur First United Methodist Church. Those among you who have 
students are encouraged to have them apply for funds which will as-
sist them as they continue their endeavors as organists. All details 
may be found on our Chapter website. Locate the ñEducationò head-
ing, and click ñScholarship informationò under this category. The 
downloadable application forms are found under the ñDocumentsò 
heading. Applications must be postmarked (or e-mailed) to Keith 
Nash, 1446 Winston Place, Decatur, GA 30033-1955 by Friday, April 
12. This deadline is firm. Auditions are open to the public. It is indeed 
a rewarding experience to come and listen to these promising musi-
cians. It gives one hope for the future of our profession. Why not plan 

on attending sometime throughout the day? 

.Å× -ÅÍÂÅÒ 

Clifford Brock 

St. Edwardôs Episcopal Church, Lawrenceville 

,ÅÔȭÓ (ÅÌÐ 7!"% 

The chapter board is sponsoring help on WABEôs spring fund drive. If 
you would enjoy working a 3-hour shift answering phones and taking 
contributions on Wednesday or Thursday, May 1 and 2, from 12 noon 

to 3 p.m., please contact Sue Goddard at jwg2@comcast.net. 

mailto:jwg2@comcast.net
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I have a confession to make. Iôm shy. To the majority of you this might come as a 
surprise. I grew up, like many of you, feeling awkward and taunted by peers. This 
only added to my natural tendencies to be quiet and withdrawn. The only place I 
felt safe was at home and church. 

Fortunately, during my high school years, a new minister of music was hired 
at my church that took my budding proficiency in piano and put my talents to use 
playing for youth choir and then Sunday night services. In my junior year, he of-
fered free organ lessons from a seminary student who was required to teach a 
beginning student some organ lessons. The rest is history, as they say, as I went 
on to college, took more organ lessons and became a full-fledged church organist. 
The experience of playing for hundreds of people per weekend, coupled with the 
requirement to interact with strangers and parishioners alike finally broke the 
stranglehold of shyness and allowed me to learn to interact with people I donôt 
know well. 

Why am I sharing this? Because our chapter is in a crisis that only its mem-
bers can address. The crisis is one of closed groups, inadvertent neglect to wel-
come strangers and a general malaise of hospitality. A harsh diagnosis, but one I 
am personally aware of. It has taken the 20 years that I have been a chapter 
member to finally meet some of you! 

Granted, I could be more outgoing. In fact, I do try. That is why I agreed to 
serve on the board, staff the cashier table, and eventually accept officer duties. I 
wanted to get to know more members! So, Iôm not scolding anyone and donôt put 
the blame solely on our chapter members for not reaching out. To be sure, being 
friendly is indeed a two-way street that must be traveled equally. Still, it is our 
responsibility as ñinsidersò to reach out first. 

I recently had a conversation with a local organist that should be a member 
of this guild. She turned down my invitation to join the chapter and attend a meet-
ing saying, ñOh, Iôm not good enough to join your group.ò I have also seen prelimi-
nary results of our online survey and have noted two respondents that proclaim 
that theyôll never attend a meeting again because weôre such a closed group. (I 
have softened the exact phrase used.) What in the world have we done to give 
the impression that weôre such an elitist group? Why do we smile at a stranger, 
then pass them by to talk with someone we just saw yesterday? Why do we fill our 
meal table with friends and relegate our guests to fend for themselves? 

Our national president, Eileen Gunther, addressed this very issue in The 
American Organist a few months ago. Hospitality goes beyond setting out name 
tags and a punch bowl. It requires us to approach someone we donôt know, intro-
duce ourselves, and ask how they are and where theyôre from, or some other 
pleasantry. It then requires us to invite them to join our table during a meal, intro-
duce them to our circle of friends, and then invite them back to the next meeting. 
This isnôt a ñtheyò problem. It is an ñusò problem. 

I know a lot of you now. Youôre a kind, sensitive bunch. Youôre polite and 
wouldnôt intentionally snub someone. So, whatôs it going to take for us to thaw the 
aura of chill some new members and visitors find? Can we, like the approaching 
spring, allow ourselves to thaw out a bit? Can we be uncomfortable for a few 
moments in order to reap the benefits of new acquaintances and friendships? Or 
will we remain within our own dark world, afraid of judgment, rejection or hurt? Our 
challenge is now out in the open. How will we respond? How will YOU respond? 

For those hurt or rejected, we apologize. Weôre really a nice bunch of people. 
Honest. Give us another chance or two. Donôt judge the entire chapter by the 
actions of one or two members, or because of an unpleasant experience. Come 
join us and show US how to be friendly. We promise to try to do better! 

Finally, I look forward to seeing YOU on my home turf at Holy Trinity ELCA in 
May! 

 
Take care, 
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Day Date Time Event Location Admission 
 

 

Thursday 4/4 8:00 PM GSU Menôs & Womenôs Choruses Kopleff Recital Hall, GSU 
 4/4 8:00 PM ASO/Spano: Marcus Roberts, piano Symphony Hall, Woodruff Arts Center $ 
 

 

Friday 4/5 7:30 PM CSU Opera Spivey Hall, Clayton State University $ 
 4/5 8:00 PM ASO/Spano: Marcus Roberts, piano Symphony Hall, Woodruff Arts Center $ 
 

 

Saturday 4/6 7:30 PM CSU Opera Spivey Hall, Clayton State University $ 
 

 

Sunday 4/7 3:00 PM Elias String Quartet Spivey Hall, Clayton State University $ 
 4/7 3:15 PM Clayton State Chorale The Cathedral of St. Philip 
 4/7 4:00 PM Choral Evensong The Cathedral of St. Philip 
 

 

Wednesday 4/10 7:30 PM CSU Instrumental Ensemble Spivey Hall, Clayton State University 
 

 

Thursday 4/11 7:30 PM Kristin Lyman, percussion Spivey Hall, Clayton State University 
 4/11 8:00 PM ASO/Bringuier: Alisa Weilerstein, cello Symphony Hall, Woodruff Arts Center $ 
 

 

Friday 4/12 12:00 PM David Coucheron, violin Carlos Museum, Emory University 
 4/12 8:00 PM Jimmy Heath, GSU Jazz Band Rialto Center for the Arts, GSU $ 
 4/12 8:00 PM ASO/Bringuier: Alisa Weilerstein, cello Symphony Hall, Woodruff Arts Center $ 
 4/12 8:00 PM Brooklyn Rider (string quartet) Schwartz Center, Emory University $ 
 4/12  Deadline for Chapter Scholarship Auditions 
 

 

Saturday 4/13 8:00 PM ASO/Bringuier: Alisa Weilerstein, cello Symphony Hall, Woodruff Arts Center $ 
 4/13 8:00 PM Valerie Stipcak, organ Emerson Hall, Schwartz Center, Emory University 
 

 

Sunday 4/14 1:30 PM ASO/Flint: Entertainment Theatre Co. Symphony Hall, Woodruff Arts Center $ 
 4/14 2:00 PM Jane McRae, violin First Presbyterian Church 
 4/14 3:00 PM Xuefei Yang, guitar Spivey Hall, Clayton State University $ 
 4/14 3:00 PM Hear the Future! Michael OôNeal Singers Roswell United Methodist Church $ 
 4/14 3:15 PM John Richardson, organ The Cathedral of St. Philip 
 4/14 3:30 PM ASO/Flint: Entertainment Theatre Co. Symphony Hall, Woodruff Arts Center $ 
 4/14 4:00 PM Choral Evensong The Cathedral of St. Philip 
 4/14 5:00 PM The South City Winds Peachtree Road United Methodist Church 
 

 

Tuesday 4/16 7:00 PM Athens Chamber Singers Church of the Advent, Madison 
 

 

Wednesday 4/17 7:30 PM CSU Percussion & Steel Band Spivey Hall, Clayton State University 
 

 

Friday 4/19 8:00 PM ASO/Krajewski: Midtown Men Symphony Hall, Woodruff Arts Center $ 
 

 

Saturday 4/20 8:00 PM ASO/Krajewski: Midtown Men Symphony Hall, Woodruff Arts Center $ 
 4/20 8:00 PM Ethel (string quartet) Ferst Center for the Arts, GA Tech $ 
 4/20 8:15 PM Chanticleer Spivey Hall, Clayton State University $ 
 

 

Sunday 4/21 3:00 PM CSU Chorale Spivey Hall, Clayton State University 
 4/21 3:15 PM Eric Dombrowski, organ The Cathedral of St. Philip 
 4/21 4:00 PM Atlantaôs Young Artists Carlos Museum, Emory University 
 4/21 5:00 PM Pro-Mozart Society Winner: Benjamin Rollings, piano Peachtree Road United Methodist Church 
 

 

Tuesday 4/23 7:00 PM Pavel Kohout, organ Peachtree Road United Methodist Church 
 

 

Wednesday 4/24 7:30 PM CSU Jazz Combo Spivey Hall, Clayton State University $ 
 

 

Thursday 4/25 8:00 PM ASO/Perlman Symphony Hall, Woodruff Arts Center $ 
 

 

Friday 4/26 TBA Chapter Scholarship Auditions First United Methodist Church, Decatur 
 

 

Saturday 4/27 3:00 PM Richard Morris, organ Spivey Hall, Clayton State University $ 
 4/27 8:00 PM ASO/Perlman Symphony Hall, Woodruff Arts Center $ 
 4/27 8:00 PM Rossini: The Italian Girl in Algiers, The Atlanta Opera Cobb Energy Center $ 
 

 

Sunday 4/28 3:00 PM Richard Goode, piano Spivey Hall, Clayton State University $ 
 4/28 3:15 PM Alvin Blount, organ The Cathedral of St. Philip 
 4/28 4:00 PM Choral Evensong The Cathedral of St. Philip 
 4/28 4:00 PM Tom Alderman, Nicholas Bowden, and Scott Atchison, organ Roswell United Methodist Church 
 4/28 8:00 PM ASO/Perlman Symphony Hall, Woodruff Arts Center $ 
 

 

Monday 4/29 7:30 PM Clayton Community Big Band Spivey Hall, Clayton State University 
 

 

Tuesday 4/30 7:30 PM Rossini: The Italian Girl in Algiers, The Atlanta Opera Cobb Energy Center $ 
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3ÌÁÔÅ ÏÆ /ÆÆÉÃÅÒ #ÁÎÄÉÄÁÔÅÓ ɉÃÏÎÔȢ ÆÒÏÍ ÐȢ ρɊ 

Brad Hughley, AAGO, serves as organist and choirmaster at St. Bartholomewôs Episcopal Church in Atlanta. He received 
degrees from Westminster Choir College (Princeton, NJ), Brandeis University (Waltham, MA), and Emory University (Atlan-
ta, GA). The all-volunteer choirs at St. Bartholomewôs, under his leadership, have performed for the American Guild of Or-
ganists at the chapter and regional levels. Hughley maintains an active recital schedule, and has performed on historic or-
gans in Central Germany, France, and England. Since 2008 he has taught music and chant practicum classes for the Angli-
can Studies certificate program at Candler School of Theology. At the local level, he served on the Commission on Music 
for the Diocese of Atlanta, taught courses for the Leadership Program for Musicians curriculum, and has given classes on 
certification for the Atlanta AGO chapter. If elected to the Executive Board, he looks forward to serving the chapter as it ap-
proaches its 100th year and deepening its mission to educate and inspire. 
 
Alice Griffin Walker has a Bachelor of Arts degree from Agnes Scott College, where she studied organ with Dr. Raymond J. 
Martin. She holds both the Colleague and Associate Certifications from the American Guild of Organists. She has served 
previously on the Executive Board of the Atlanta Chapter AGO. This year she taught a class on Transposition for potential 
candidates for AGO Guild Exam Certification and completed Continuing Education Classes at Columbia Theological Semi-
nary, the University of Georgia, and Oxford College of Emory University. For the past nine years, Mrs. Walker has been Or-
ganist at First Presbyterian Church of Covington, where she also directs the Handbell and Ambassador Choirs, participates 
in Presbyterian Women, serves on the Worship Committee, and co-directs the Prayer Ministry. She serves beyond her local 
church as a member of the Music and Worship Committee of the Greater Atlanta Presbytery. Mrs. Walker is listed on the 
Touring Artists Roster for the Georgia Council for the Arts and the Southern Arts Federation. 

Last season she appeared with the Covington/Conyers Choral Guild in concert at Spivey Hall of Clayton State University and Rockdale Audito-
rium. In June 2012 she appeared in concert for the First Friday Arts Series at The Cathedral Basilica in St. Augustine, FL. She has performed as 
Organist at the Callanwolde Estate and has been a featured soloist with members of the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra. She is a certified Lay 
Speaker and is active in Gideon International Auxiliary. She resides in Covington and is married to Kenneth I. Walker, Jr. who is also a member of 

the Atlanta Chapter. 

%ØÅÃÕÔÉÖÅ "ÏÁÒÄ -ÔÇȢ -ÉÎÕÔÅÓ ÆÏÒ -ÁÒÃÈ 

The Executive Board of the Atlanta Chapter of the American Guild of Organists met at Chamblee First United Methodist Church on Saturday, March 
9, 2013. Dean Timothy Young called the meeting to order at 10:35 a.m. Other members present were Sub-Dean Sue Mitchell-Wallace, Secretary 
Betty Williford, Treasurer Charlene Ponder, Registrar Tom Wigley, Bill Callaway, and Nicole Marane. Excused absences included Tamara Albrecht, 
Nick Johns, Tom Alderman, and Timothy Gunter. Centennial Committee Co-Chair Dan Pruitt was present as a guest. 
 
Action Items: 

¶ Quimby/RCYO Committee: Chairman Sarah Martin submitted a written report. Thomas Williford was the first place winner, and Yinying Luo 
was the second place winner. Thomas receives $750 toward scholarship and travel expenses to the regional competition, and Yinying receives 
$500. 

¶ Sue Goddard reported on the chapterôs participation in the next WABE fundraising campaign. May 1 from 12 noon to 3 p.m. was selected as 
the time slot for chapter members to participate, with the additional possibility of May 2 if participation is high enough. Volunteers will be re-
cruited via the ListServ. 

¶ In response to a request from the Region IV Convention (2013) for a donation or sponsorship, the amount of the similar contribution for the 
previous regional convention ($250) was approved. 

¶ The Taylor Competition report was discussed. Tim Young made the proposal to add the competition guidelines and rules to the Chapter Com-
mittee descriptions, pending approval of chapter and national headquarters. After more discussion, a friendly amendment was proposed stat-
ing that selected judges not be teachers of competition participants. The amendment was voted on and passed. The amendment was sent 
back to committee for final wording. The committee will then resend the amended proposal back to the board for final approval before it is 
submitted to the chapter and the national office for acceptance. 

¶ The needs for the Centennial year were discussed. Sue Goddard moved that the board accept the report of the Centennial Committee, with 
approval to contact artists and recital/meeting locations to make arrangements. Charlene Ponder submitted an amendment to the motion that 
underwriting needs to be secured for the artists. The motion carried as amended. Changes to the 2012-2013 budget were made, with $100 for 
the Deanôs budget, and $7,600 for artistsô expense. Tom Wigley moved that the amended budget for 2013-2014 be accepted. The motion car-
ried. 

 
Future Board Meetings 
April 13, 2013, 10:30 AM, Chamblee First United Methodist Church 

May 18, 2013, 10:30 AM, Chamblee First United Methodist Church 
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The centennial of the founding of the Atlanta Chapter is fast approaching. Look for the centennial logo to begin to appear on all chapter correspond-
ences. Exciting plans are being set in place to make 2014-2015 a year of pride, memories, and reflections. 

Special events you can look forward to will include a centennial recital to open our 2014-2015 season and a lavish centennial banquet in Octo-
ber, the month our chapter was formed in 1914. There will also be a centennial ñdocumentò which will contain chapter history and the annual chapter 
yearbook. A DVD of interviews and recordings will accompany this document. 

Each month, The Organizer will contain centennial information. The Centennial Committee would like for all chapter members to reflect back on 
their years in the chapter and share special memories and reflections. For now, send those to Dan Pruitt at Poohbeau@comcast.net until the Chapter 
History Committee is officially formed. 

Have you taken a look at the ñChapter Historyò on our Website? 
 

http://www.agoatlanta.org/html/history.htm 
 

During the next year, we will be updating the history link for our centennial. Take a look and familiarize yourself with your chapterôs history. See pag-
es 8 and 9 in this issue of The Organizer for more historical information. 

It is our fervent hope that each of you will plan to attend the festivities during our 2014-2015 season and will step up to the plate if you are asked 
to help. We need this to be a celebration for the whole chapter and not just for a few. The Atlanta Chapter is one of the largest chapters in the coun-
try, and we need all of you to support the chapter with your active participation. 
 
Sue Goddard, co-chair Centennial Committee, dean 1972-1974 

Dan Pruitt, co-chair Centennial Committee, dean 1978-1980 

mailto:Poohbeau@comcast.net
http://www.agoatlanta.org/html/history.htm
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The East Carolina University Young Artist Competition for Pre-College Organists is an innovative outreach program designed to inspire young mu-
sicians in our region to strive for the highest level of musicianship and technical accomplishment in organ performance. The competition is open to 
any pre-college student in North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia, Georgia, Alabama, Tennessee and Florida. In addition to generous monetary 
prizes, the competitors will also compete for the two additional prizes in Hymn playing and Bach interpretation. The competition will be staged in two 
rounds. From the recorded application round three finalists will be chosen to compete live on April 13, 2013. All three will receive prizes and will be 
considered for the two special prizes mentioned above: The Bach Prize and the Hymn-Playing Prize. Organists chosen for the Final Round arrive 
for practice on Thursday and/or Friday, and attend the 7:30 p.m. recital by the competition judge, Gail Archer, from New York City. The organ com-
petition will take place on the afternoon of Saturday the 13th on the Perkins and Wells Memorial Organ, C.B. Fisk, Opus 126, at St. Paulôs Episcopal 
Church, which borders the ECU campus. The competition will conclude with the awarding of prizes; however, competitors are encouraged to remain 
in Greenville for Sunday (April 14) services at St. Paulôs Episcopal Church (10:30 a.m. Choral Eucharist) as well as Monday (April 15) when they 

are invited to observe sacred music lessons and classes. All recitals, master classes, and the competition itself are open to the public. 
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As we approach our chapterôs centennial celebration, the article below, provide by Adele Dieckmann McKee, FAGO, former dean (twice) and daugh-
ter of Dr. C.W. Dieckmann, FAGO (dean 3 times), was written by Chappell White, former music critic of The Atlanta Journal. It appeared just prior to 
our chapterôs 50th anniversary celebration in 1964. It is just as appropriate today as it was 50 years ago, with the exception that we are now more 

gender inclusive. The last sentence is a powerful statement for all former and current church musicians. 
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